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Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached our submission for Public Consultation on Legislative Propasals on Regulation
of Edible oils and fats and recycling of Waste Cooking Oils.

Kind Regards,
Alfred Tsang
Dffice Manager

The Eurapean Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong

Room 1302, 13/F,
168 Queen’s Road Central, Hong Kong
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Legal Disclaimer: The information contained in this message and any atiached files can
be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received this message by
mistake please let the sender know immediately and then delete this mail.
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTICGN BEPARTMENT
Waste Reduction and Recycling Group
Environmental Protection Bepartment

28/F, Seuthorn Centre, 130 Hennegsy Road,
Wan Chai, Hong Kohg

E-mail addiess: wco_consultation@epd.gov.hk
5 October, 2015

Re: Public Consultation on legisiative Proposals on Regulation of Edible Fats and Qils and
Recyefing of “Waste Cacking Otls”,

Dear Sir, Madam,

The European Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong (ECC) is grateful to have the opportunity to
respond to the Government's consultation paper regarding Legislative Proposals on Regulation of
Edible Fats and Qils and Recveling of “Waste Cooking Qils” {the "Proposals”), We would like to
oytline our views as folfows.

The ECC appreciates all actions taken by the different departments of the Hong Kong SAR
Governmeni to secure the food safety in Hong Kong in general, and the containment of the impact
of the "substandard lard” incident for the consumers in Hong Kong in particular. We support the
efforts of the government to strengthen relevant regulations, with a view o striking a reasonable
kalance between effective market operation and pubiic health protection.

Regarding thie Proposals cn the regulation of edible fats and oils, as outlined in sections 4.6 19
4,25, the ECC would like to point out that any measure should be proportianate to the risk and being
based on a proper risk analysis with a view to minimise negative trade effects. The import reguirements
proposed by Hong Kong target, in general, all imports of edible oiis and fats. Such approach, does not
take into account the different levels of risks between the origin of imparted products and reither the
differences of risks between the type of imported edible oils and fats. Therefare, the ECC believes that
the announced measures are considered too strict, as the propnsed measures are not proportionate to
the risk, neither based on & proper risk analysis based on sclence.

The European Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong is a "Chomber of Chombers'.
Ausirian, Belgium/Luxembourg, British, Danish, Gutch, Finnish, French, German,
irish, talian, Lithuanian, Portuguese, Romanian, Spanish, Swedish.
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Cooking Dil markets in Hong Kong. Before 2010 restaurants needed to pay to get their Waste (Eﬂt}ki ng
Oil collected, but due to the support for waste biodiesel in Europe prices for Waste Cooking Oif
increased, and therefore collectors were willing to pay for the Waste Cooking Oils. This has had a very
positive imwpact on the recycled volumes of Waste Cooking Oils and therefore the enviranment in Hong
Kong.

Ta assure proper and efficient recycling of the Waste Cooking Qils in Hong Kong the recycling industry
e2n ot only rely on the small local biodiese] industry. The Hong Kong waste industry needs the export
markets with proper fraceahility in place, like the ISCC certification, te make sure all collected Waste
Cooking Oils can be properly handled alf the tims,

The ECC would fike 1o ask the Hong Keng SAR Government te implement legistation making it mandatary
to blend biadiesel praduced from Waste Cooking Oils in aif diesat sold in Hong Kong as both Road and
Marine fuel. Strong support in Hong Kong for biodiesel made from waste would have a positive impact
on both the greenhouse gas emissions of Hong Kong and the recycling of local Waste Cooking Gil.

In conclusion our opinion regarding the proposals in sections 4.6 to 4.25 of the Proposals is as follows:

Any measure should be propuortionate ta the risk and being based on a proper risk analysis with a view
to minimise fegative trade effects. The import requirements preposed in the proposal target, in general,
all imports of edible ofls and fais. Such appreach, does not take into account the different levels of risks
between the origin of nported products and neither the differences of risks between the type of
imporied edible oils ang fats. Therefore, the ECC believes that the announced measures are considered
too strict, as the proposed measures are ot proporticnate o the visk, neither hased on a proper risk
analysis based on science.

In conclusion our opinion regarding the preposals in sectians 4.26 to 4,32 of the Propasals is as foliows;

The ECC fully supports the licensing of pradurers, collectors, processors and exportersfimporters to
strengthen the reputation and posttion of the Waste Cooking Ol industry. Licensing requirements
shouid however be determined in close cooperation with the indusiry to ensure that it remains
competitive and efficient.

Above all we should avpid that licensing reguirements result in a negative impact an the collected
volumes of Waste Cooking Oils and the enviroament of Hong Kong.

We do believe that implementing trade barriers, such as the proposed import and expart permits
{section 4.77), will have a negative impact on the local price of Waste Cosking O, and therefore would
likely reduce the collected volummes of Waste Cooking Oits which negatively impacts the environmeni of
Hong Kong.

The European Chamber of Commeree in Hong Kong is a ‘Chamber of Chambers’.
Austrian, Selgium/Luxembourg, British, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, German,
Irish, ftalian, Lithuanian, Porivguese, Romanian, Spanish, Swedish.
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Furthermore, trade barriers may cause distortion between the prices in Hong Kong and international
markets. These differences in local and export prices may also encourage ilfegal trade. The industry
needs both local and international markets to assure coflected volumes are handled in a proper and
effictent way at all times.

Finally, trade barriers do not fit the spirit of Hong Kong being a free port.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or need our further thoughts.

Wﬁn Chamber of Commerce in Hong Hong'

Chairman Environment & Energy Business Council

The European Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong is a ‘Chamber of Chambers'.
Austrian, Belgium/Luxernbourg, British, Danish, Dutch, Finnish, French, German,
irish, falian, Lithuanian, Portuguese, Romanian, Spanish, Swedish.



