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By E-mail and Fax (2893 3547)

Dear Sir/Madam,

This is with reference to the consultation on the Proposed Amendments to the Food Adulteration (Metallic Contamination)
Regulations. Thank you for providing us an opportunity to comment.

In general we agree with the directions/principles in the amendment of the Regulations as noted in the Consultation
Document. We would, however, like to make the following comments on the specifics in the proposed Regulation:

1. Maximum Level for Tin in Canned Food and Canned Beverages
Under the section - Metal “Tin” of which maximum level is laid down for canned foods and can beverages, it is suggested
that a remark be added on the food items “canned foods” and “canned beverages” with the remark stating “to include
those foods/beverages packaged in tin-plate containers only”. Since there are other types of cans like aluminum cans of
which this tin limit is irrelevant, adding this remark would make it more clear to trade/industry to follow precisely what is
required and would avoid unnecessary testing of tin in non-tin containing cans/containers.

In the China GB 2762-2017 “National Food Safety Standard on the Limits of Contaminants in Foods” (1T % 4= 1 2 byl (T
i S e BN ) under the requirement of tin limit in foods and beverages, it is clearly indicated that the requirement
applies to food and beverages packaged in tin-plate containers only - please see the remark “{% BR-J= 8 1) 9% 80 (AR 7 v €L

M3 4™ as quoted from the GB Standard as below (please make reference to page 8 of this GB Standard). A copy of this
GB Standard in full is attached for your reference.
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2. Maximum Level for Lead in Beverages
In the proposed maximum levels of lead for the various beverages like carbonated beverages, tea beverages and coffee
beverages, it is suggested to harmonize the levels with the requirement in GB 2762-2017 “National Food Safety Standard on
the Limits of Contaminants in Foods” (1 % 4= B R ME 43 W 1175 2449 B i) in China. The current proposed maximum
level for lead in these beverages in Hong Kong is laid down at 0.2 ppm while the maximum level of lead laid down in GB
2762-2017 for beverages (except bottled water, fruit and vegetable beverages, milk containing beverages and powdered
beverages) is 0.3 mg/L. Hong Kong and China are in close vicinity to each other with similar dietary habit; and in “The First
Hong Kong Total Diet Study Report No. 5 on Metallic Contaminants” published by the Center for Food Safety in January
2013, it is noted that the dietary exposures of lead for the average adults in China (2012) is 0.81-1.9 pg/kg bw/day and it is
much higher than that in Hong Kong which is 0.21 pg/kg bw/day (current study) (the related page from the Report is
attached for your easier reference). With this, we propose to align the proposed maximum level of lead for carbonated
beverages, tea beverages and coffee beverages to 0.3 ppm as that in the China requirement.
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3. Maximum Level for Barium in Bottled Water
It is understood that the maximum limits for bottled water are adopted from Codex standard (GENERAL STANDARD FOR
BOTTLED/ PACKAGED DRINKING WATERS (Other than Natural Mineral Waters)) and under this Standard, it is stated that all
packaged water shall comply with the health-related requirements of the most recent “Guidelines for Drinking Water
Quality” published by the World Health Organization.

We would like to seek clarification on this — in the WHO guidelines, the guideline value for barium is 0.7 mg/L while in the
proposed Regulation, the maximum level of barium laid down for bottled water is 1.3 ppm. Is there any reason on why
Hong Kong has a different limit compared with that from WHO?

We hope the above can be put into due consideration when the Regulation is being finalized. We look forward to any future
technical meetings that will be organized for any further industry input and comment as needed.

Sincerely,

Coca-Cola China Ltd.

Attachment 1 — China GB 2762-2017 “National Food Safety Standard on the Limits of Contaminants in Foods”
Attachment 2 — “The First Hong Kong Total Diet Study Report No. 5 on Metallic Contaminants” (January 2013) — Table 6.2. A
Comparison of Dietary Exposures to Lead (page 39)
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Table 6.2. A Comparison of Dietary Exposures to Lead

Places Dietary Exposure of Adult (ug/kg bw/day)
Average Consumers High Consumers

Ireland 2011" 0.04-0.15 0.11-0.27(97.5"™ percentile)
USA 2002* 0.047-0.28° -

UK 20062 0.09-0.10 0.17-0.18 (97.5" percentile)
Canada 2007" 0.10-0.13 -

New Zealand 20097 0.11-0.13° .

Australia 2011 0.13-0.14° 0.23-0.24 (90™ percentile)
Hong Kong (current 0.21 0.38 (95" percentile)
study)

South Korea 2006% 0.44° -

Europe 2012°® 0.50 0.83 (95" percentile)
China 2012*° 0.81-1.9° .
Notes:

* The dietary exposures of male and fecmale of age-groups (25->70) were 3.3-19.5
ug/person/day (i.e. about 0.047-0.28 pg/kg bw/day for a 70-kg adult).
® The dietary exposures of the average consumer were 0.8-0.9 pg/kg bw/week (i.e. about
0 11-0.13 pg/kg bw/day).

 The dielary exposures of the average consumer were 0.0092-0.0098 mg/personfday (i.e. about
0.13-0.14 ng/kg bw/day for a 70-kg adult).
9 The dietary exposure is for consumer >1 yrs was 3.1pg/kg bw/week ((i.e. about 0.44 pg/kg
bw/day)

* The diectary exposures of the consumer of 10 age-gender groups were 48.7-116.7
ng/person/day (i.e. about 0.81-1.9 pg/kg bw/day for a 60-kg adult).

Summary

6.13 Dietary exposures to lead of average and high consumers of the
population were 0.21 ug/kg bw/day and 0.38 pg/kg bw/day, respectively.
The MOEs of average and high consumers were 6 and 3, respectively.
The estimated dietary exposures to lead were below the level of 1.2 pg/kg
bw/day considered by JECFA to have a low risk of increasing the systolic

blood pressure in adults.
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